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Ceremony Formations
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Ceremony  formations will vary greatly depending upon your religion, the formality of your wed- 
ding, and other necessary considerations.  Shown below is a sample, which illustrates a basic 

formation and a sample processional and recessional order.  Although formations are slightly confusing, 
your officiant will always be able to advise you on the proper requirements for your wedding.    
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Receiving Line Formations

The receiving line may occur immediately after the ceremony in the back of the church, or weather  
permitting, outside.  You may choose to have it at the reception site.  This is a time for all of your 

guests to express their congratulations and best wishes to you, as well as meeting your parents and 
friends.

Traditionally the reception host (the bride’s mother) leads the reception line.  Usually, the male atten-
dants and child participants do not stand in the line.  Each person should introduce themselves, and the 
person next to them in line if needed.

Following are some examples.  You can use one of these, or do whatever best suits your situation.   

Bride’s Mother, Father        Bride & Groom        Groom’s Mother

Bride’s Mother, Father      Groom’s Mother, Father        Bride & Groom      Honor Attendant     

Bride’s Mother   Groom’s Mother, Father         Bride & Groom          Honor Attendant      Best Man

Bride’s Mother, Groom’s Father- Groom’s Mother,Bride’s Father     Bride & Groom     Honor Attendant              Bridesmaids


